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Pasqual Maragall Researchers Programme (PMRP) 2022 Call – main characteristics
• To nurture and support translational or clinical research projects focused on Alzheimer's disease or other
age-related neurodegenerative diseases (2-5 year projects)
• Projects must address at least one of the following topics focused on Alzheimer’s disease or other agerelated neurodegenerative diseases
o Translational research to develop new drugs and build preclinical evidence; Biofluid biomarkers; Neuroimaging
biomarkers; Digital biomarkers; Epidemiological studies; Genetic risk factors; Modifiable risk factors;
Development of novel research tools and resources; Immunity & Inflammation; Novel approaches to risk
assessment, diagnosis, treatment and prevention; Disease prevention; Biological processes and molecular
pathways associated with disease initiation, progression, or outcome; Tools to predict risk prediction, disease
severity and disease protection; Non-pharmacological interventions; Neuropathology

• Call’s budget €1,600,000
• Proposals may be submitted as Individual Research Projects led by a Principal Investigator (PI) or as
Collaborative Research Projects (Consortiums formed by a maximum of three Research Teams from three
different institutions) coordinated by a Consortium Coordinator (CC)

Pasqual Maragall Researchers Programme (PMRP) 2022 Call – main characteristics
• PI or CC develop their research activities at a public or non-profit Research Organisation based in Spain
• The other (maximum two) PIs in the Consortium (Consortium PIs [cPI]), may be from a public or private
non-profit organisation based in any country
• A maximum of €800,000 will be awarded per project (either Individual or Collaborative) - a maximum of
30% of the budget can be assigned to Partner Institutions outside Spain
• If the results of a project are subject to any type of rights held by for-profit institutions at the time of
submission, the project is ineligible to be submitted
• Projects aiming to analyse data from, or add procedures to, the ALFA Study, the flagship study of the
Pasqual Maragall Foundation’s research centre, are welcome. These projects will be revised by the Scientific
Coordination Office to ensure their feasibility and identify any potential conflicts of interest
• Application via a two-stage application process: (1) submission of a Letter of Intent (LOI) followed by (2) the
submission of a Full Proposal upon invitation

PMRP 2022 Call - timeline
Call documents available

14/09/2022

Call opens

21/09/2022

LOI submission deadline

27/10/2022 – 15:00 CEST

LOI results announced

Early February 2023

Full Proposal submission deadline

15/03/2023 – 15:00 CET (at least 4 weeks will be granted
to prepare the full proposal

Full Proposal results announced to applicants End of May 2023
Results announced publicly

To be confirmed

Expected start date of the projects

From July 2023

Dates may be subject to change. Applicants will be kept informed of any relevant changes

PMRP 2022 Call – Eligibility criteria for Applicants
• To be in possession of a doctoral degree (PhD)
• To hold a position as an independent researcher at a public or non-profit Research Organisation (other
than the Foundation’s research centre, the BBRC). Based in Spain for PIs and CCs or anywhere in the world
for cPIs
• To be legally linked to the Host/Partner Institution when applying for the grant
• To have the approval of the Host/Partner Institution to submit the project
• To have a proven track record in the topic of research proposed during the five years prior to the Call
opening (granted extensions for certain circumstances specified in the Guidance for Applicants)

• PIs and CCs must conduct translational or clinical research on Alzheimer’s disease or other age-related
neurodegenerative diseases. cPIs may be focused on (other) more transversal topics
• At the submission deadline for the LOI, to be principal investigator on at least one active, competitive
research grant (mentored grants do not qualify)

A researcher can only participate in one project in the PMRP
2022 Call regardless of their role

PMRP 2022 Call – Eligibility criteria for Institutions
Host Institution: an organisation with overall responsibility for a research project (i.e., the organisation of the
PI or CC)
Partner Institution: in a Collaborative Research Project, an organisation participating in the project but not
coordinating it (that of the cPI)
• For-profit entities cannot be Host Institutions, nor can they be Partner Institutions
• Only public or non-profit Research Organisations in Spain are eligible to be Host Institutions
• Public or non-profit Research Organisations worldwide are eligible to be Partner Institutions
• There is no limit to the number of applications in which an institution may participate

• In the case of Collaborative Research Projects, each Research Team must be from a different institution
• All participating institutions must be willing to support their PI/CC/cPI throughout the project lifecycle and
provide the appropriate scientific and administrative environment to carry out the project

Given its direct link to the Pasqual Maragall Foundation, the Barcelonaβeta Brain
Research Center (BBRC) is not an eligible Host or Partner Institution

PMRP 2022 Call – Funding Principles
• Grants of up to €800,000 may be requested (independently of the duration and type of the project)
including a maximum of 21% of indirect costs
• The PMRP grant is expected to be the main financial support for the proposed research project
• For Collaborative Research Projects, a maximum of 30% of the budget can be assigned to Partner
Institutions outside Spain
• As a general rule, all expenditure directly related to the project will be considered eligible, providing it is
incurred in line with the Host/Partner Institution’s usual practices
• It will be a requirement to submit yearly financial reports and at least one interim as well as a final
technical report
• All declared expenditure must be audited. The frequency of the audits will be established in the Grant
Agreement according to the distribution of the awarded budget
• The Pasqual Maragall Foundation reserves the right to conduct internal audits

• The grant will be paid according to the approved budget distribution

PMRP 2022 Call – Funding Principles
• Any unspent grant funds must be returned to the Pasqual Maragall Foundation following approval of the
final financial report
• In the case of Collaborative Research Projects, it is the responsibility of the CC’s Host Institution to transfer
to the Partner Institutions their share of the grant payments
• The Foundation appreciates that changes may be required throughout the life of the project. For this
reason, flexibility will be offered to awarded grantees (upon approval)
• The proposed budget may be distributed between the following budget headings: Personnel, Travel,
Equipment, Consumables, Other direct costs, Subcontracting and Indirect costs
• Contribution to the salary of the PI, CC and cPI, but only up to a maximum of 20% of the total direct costs
budget requested and in line with the time dedicated to the project
• Equipment strictly necessary for the execution of the project. As a general rule, equipment must be
purchased during the first 40% of the project duration. Purchases made after this time require prior
approval by the PMRP Team

PMRP 2022 Call – Application
• Application to the PMRP is via a two-stage application process
• The whole process of application, review and selection of projects will be carried out in English therefore all
information must be submitted in English
• Applications must be made via the Foundation’s online grants system and include online forms and in the
case of the Full Proposals a duly filled offline document, uploaded as a converted PDF file
• Prior to completion of the LOI online, some brief questions must be answered as part of an initial eligibility
check. It is the responsibility of the applicant to answer these questions correctly
• Decisions to dismiss an application at any stage of the evaluation process are final. The application and
selection process has been designed to ensure that grants are awarded to the research projects
demonstrating the highest level of scientific excellence and fit with the priorities of the PMRP 2022 Call.
Rejection does not imply a negative assessment of the application

PMRP 2022 Call – Application - LOI
The whole LOI is completed online at the Foundation’s online grants system including:
• Basic information about the project
• Information about the track record of the PI/CC and cPI(s)
• Information about the research project (9,000-character limit), including: Background, Specific aims, Brief
description (with methodology), Novelty and expected Impact of the project
• Proposals aiming to analyse data from, or add procedures to, the BBRC’s ALFA Study should be identified
at the LOI Stage: Applicants must specify whether their project includes the use of the ALFA study. If the
answer is yes, they must provide a detailed explanation of the data and/or procedures to be analysed
and/or added in the Brief project description, including methodology section of the online form
• Budget (bulk figure). No detailed budget breakdown is required at the LOI stage

PMRP 2022 Call – Application – Full proposal
The Full proposal is completed online (upon invitation) at the Foundation’s online grants system and includes
online forms and a duly filled offline document, uploaded as a converted PDF file, including:
• An online form including the project budget and an ethical checklist
• An offline document related to the project with a 30,000-character limit (approximately 10 pages) including
the following information:
• Background, including problem statement and specific aims
• Project description, including methodology and workplan
• Novelty of the project
• Impact of the project
• Research team (in the case of Collaborative Research Projects, the added value of the Consortium must
be specified)
• Plans for communication, dissemination, exploitation, and data sharing
• Available Resources and Budget Justification

PMRP 2022 Call – Evaluation
Both LOIs and invited full proposals undergo a three-stage review process: administrative, scientific, and
strategic review.
1. The PMRP Team carries out an administrative review to ensure that only fully completed proposals
meeting all eligibility criteria are evaluated by the Evaluation Committee and Selection Board
2. The Evaluation Committee is formed by experts of recognised international prestige in their field. Its role is
to score the applications according to the established evaluation criteria and to inform the Selection Board
of the evaluation results
3. The PMRP Selection Board members assess, in addition to the established evaluation criteria, the
alignment of received applications with the strategic plan of the Pasqual Maragall Foundation and the
priorities of the PMRP. Selection Board members include the Foundation’s Director, external consultants to
the Director, the faculty and members of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Foundation’s research centre,
and external experts of recognised international prestige in their field

PMRP 2022 Call – Evaluation criteria LOI
Evaluation Committe:
• PI/CC/cPIs Track Record (40%): Ability to successfully execute the project based on demonstrable scientific
expertise; Demonstrable independency to lead research projects and teams; Relevance of contributions in
the last five years to the area of research proposed
• Scientific Excellence (30%): Degree of novelty of the research project proposed; Quality of the research
project proposed; Clarity of the hypothesis and objectives; Potential of the project to generate highly
relevant results; Extent to which the proposal is ambitious yet realistic
• Impact (30%): Scientific impact of the project in terms of its potential contribution to advancement of the
research field; Potential impact on the society as a whole

Selection Board:
• Extent to which the proposal addresses the challenges of Alzheimer’s or other age-related
neurodegenerative diseases by providing new, non-conventional scientific solutions to create relevant
results

• Degree of demonstration of credibility in terms of scientific rigor and expert knowledge
• Suitability for inclusion in the Foundation’s portfolio, synergy with the Foundation’s intramural projects

PMRP 2022 Call – Evaluation criteria Full Proposal
Evaluation Committe:
• Research Team(s) (20%): capacity of the Research Team(s) to ensure project implementation
• Scientific Excellence (25%): Degree of novelty and quality of the project; Clarity of hypothesis and
objectives; Potential to generate highly relevant results; Extent to which is ambitious yet realistic

• Implementation (25%): Quality of the work plan; In the case of Collaborative Research Projects, clearly
defined roles for all Consortium members; Access to sufficient infrastructure and resources to carry out the
project in the organisation(s); Clear justification of the funding requested and its distribution during the life
of the project, taking into account resources already available; Identification of critical risks and quality of
the contingency plan to be executed; Well addressed ethical issues
• Impact (30%): Scientific impact of the project in terms of its potential contribution to advancement in the
research field; Potential impact on the society as a whole; Extent to which the expected impact can be
quantified and is credible; Quality of the communication, dissemination, exploitation, and data sharing
plans
Selection Board:
The same as for LOI, adding the ability to strengthen the mission of the Foundation in Spain through the
proposed communication and dissemination activities

PMRP 2022 Call – Final remarks
All the relevant information and call documents (Guidance for Applicants, FAQs, Evaluation Procedure and
Submission Guidelines) can be found on the Pasqual Maragall Foundation's webpage:
https://fpmaragall.org/en/pasqual-maragall-researchers-programme/

researchgrants@fpmaragall.org

Pasqual Maragall Researchers Programme
PMRP 2022 Call - Registration and LOI Submission
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I’m interested and I’m eligible! What next?
• Read the Call documents carefully (https://fpmaragall.org/en/pasqual-maragall-researchers-programme).
• Researchers, please contact your Research Management/Pre-Award Office.
• Register for the online grants system (https://fpmaragall-grants.eu-1.smartsimple.eu).

Registration
• Researcher - Principal Investigator (PI) / Consortium Coordinator (CC).
• Consortium Principal Investigator (cPI) - invited to participate and register by the CC.
• Organisation Manager (OM) - only required for Host Institutions.

An application must be approved by the OM of an accredited Host Institution before the submission deadline.

Researcher
•

Applicant - Principal Investigator or Consortium Coordinator.

Only one organisation name can be assigned to a fiscal identification number.

Consortium Principal Investigator (cPI)
• An email invitation is received after the Consortium Coordinator adds them to the application.
• After the invitation is accepted they are directed to the registration page.
• If a cPI accepts multiple invitations, the online grants system will show a validation error at submission.

The registration page is different for cPIs based in Spain and those based elsewhere.

Organisation Manager (OM)
•

Complete the registration form.

•

Only one organisation manager can be assigned to each organisation.

•

Once registered, download the OM appointment letter template from the profile page.

•

Upload the completed letter together with the requested supporting documentation.

•

Submit the profile for review by the PMRP Team.

All applications must be approved by an OM. Only an accredited OM can approve applications.
Please allow sufficient time for the accreditation checks to be carried out.

Organisation
• Only an accredited Organisation Manager can edit the Organisation profile.
• Complete the profile information.
• Upload the required documentation.
• Submit the profile for review by the PMRP Team.

Applications can only be submitted by researchers from accredited organisations.
Please allow sufficient time for the accreditation checks to be carried out.

Starting an Application
A researcher can start an application at any time but needs an accreditated OM and organisation to submit it.

Eligibility Quiz
• Yes/No questions to check eligibility. Once quiz is submitted, answers cannot be changed.
• Two possible outcomes:
1. Based on your answers, you appear to be eligible to submit a proposal to the PMRP 2022 Call.
OR
2. Based on your answers, it appears that you might not be eligible to submit a proposal to the PMRP 2022 Call.

Letter of Intent (LOI) Submission possible regardless of the outcome of the quiz.
A full eligibility check will be carried out by the PMRP Team and ineligible proposals will be excluded.

Letter of Intent

generates a PDF of the application form.
indicates overall progress to date.
indicates progress in each tab (some fields autocompleted using profile information).

Letter of Intent

saves progress to date.
validates the application form. Any validation error messages are displayed.

submits the LOI for OM Approval (button does not show immediately).
withdraws the LOI (cannot be reversed).

Application Information Tab
• Individual Research Project - all fields are completed automatically using the profile information.
• Collaborative Research Project - consortium information.

Project Information Tab

• Research topic (and secondary research topic if applicable).

• Medical Subject Heading (MeSH) keywords. Other keywords (if applicable).
• Lay summary (maximum of 1,500 characters including spaces).
• Scientific abstract (maximum of 2,500 characters including spaces).

Topics and keywords may help
with the process of matching
evaluators to applications.

Budget Tab
• No detailed budget breakdown at this stage.
• A maximum of €800,000 can be requested.

It will not be possible to change the budget requested at Full Proposal stage.

Project Overview Tab

Background
Specific aims
Brief project description, including methodology

Novelty
Impact

If the project plan includes the ALFA study, a
detailed explanation must be included in the
“Brief project description, including
methodology” section.

Publications Tab (1/2)
• Up to ten publications can be added for each researcher (PI/CC/cPI).
• Publications can be added manually or using the publication search tool.
• Manually - Publication Title, Author List, Journal, Publication Date and Digital Object Identifier (DOI)

Publications are first added in this tab and then assigned to a researcher in the relevant track record tab(s).

Publications Tab (2/2)
• Publication search tool - enter search terms then click on the search button.
• Search terms – title, autor, dates, keywords (including DOI).
Digital Object
Identifier (DOI)
can be used as a
search term.

• Select the publication from the search results (tick the box to the left of it) then click the
button. Then click the
button that will appear in a new window.

Track Record Tab
As a general rule, the track record evaluation period is five years.

Supporting documentation is listed in the Submission Guidelines.
• Any other positions held in the track record evaluation period.
• Description of research experience that demonstrates expertise in the research field proposed and ability to
undertake the proposed research project (maximum of 1,500 characters including spaces).
• Publications related to the proposed research project.
• Significant research grants active at some point during the track record evaluation period.
• Other relevant information to support track record (Maximum 1,000 characters including spaces).

Track Record Tab - Publications
• Click the

button then

.

• Select a publication title (all those added to the publications tab will appear).
• Indicate if the PI/CC/cPI is the main author (first, last or corresponding).
• Provide a brief description of the publication’s impact/significance (Max. 500 characters including spaces).

Publications must have previously been added to the Publications tab.

Track Record Tab - Research Grants
• Project Title.
• Funding Body and Call.
• Project start and end date.

Mentored awards and training grants should not be
included as they do not demonstrate independence.

• Role (Coordinator, Work Package Leader or Principal Investigator).

• Budget Allocation and Total Project Budget (EUR, GBP, USD).
• Brief Project Description (Maximum 500 characters including spaces).

Click

to save the information then

to validate it.

The status at the top of the form will change from draft to submitted.
To be more reader-friendly, the information is included as an appendix to the LOI (generated after submission).

Declarations Tab

OM declarations
are completed at
OM approval stage.

Submission
LOI deadline: Thursday 27th of October 15:00 CEST
Recommendations
•

Use the

•

Allow time for the OM to approve the application.

•

Do not wait until the last minute to

button regularly to detect any errors.
.

Important Reminders
• An application can only be submitted if the organisation is accredited.
• An application can only be approved by an accredited OM.
• The OM must approve the application before the LOI submission deadline.

Next Steps
Evaluation Procedure: PMRP Team - Evaluation Committee - Selection Board.

The applicant will be kept updated regarding the progress of their application.

Questions?
PMRP Team Contact Details:
researchgrants@fpmaragall.org

Websites:
https://fpmaragall.org/en/pasqual-maragall-researchers-programme

https://fpmaragall-grants.eu-1.smartsimple.eu

We look forward to receiving your applications!

